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MUCH Is written of the spectacularovernight success In
the theater, with an account

sometimes of the long, hard climb
wh'lch led up that eminence. But the
public Is seldom reminded of the valleyJuft beyond Into which some of
the most brilliant successes go down.
There is nothing spectacular In that
discouraging experience. But it is a

fact, nevertheless, and In that fact
often lies a revelation of the character
which goes to make enduring success.
More than n 'ew of the young actors
and actresses who blazed so brightly
a season or two seasons back are seldommentioned now. The cynical

I might say that they were nothing but
P flares. More 'kan one playwright who

has had » success on Broadwav.Der-
haps a couple uT successes.now worriesabout how he'll pay his ren'. And
yet playwright, actor, actress who has
the real gift is sure to come back.
The author of ''On Trial" is a case In

^ point. When Elmer Rice flashed across
the horizon with this melodrama at the
gay young age of 21, Broadway sat up
and took ni fee. llere was a youngster
lust out of law school, absolutely unknownin the theater, turning out a sensationalsuccess. What made the circumstanceseven more unusual was that
ho had never before written a play. He
had never even studied dramatic work
In college courses. His manuscript and
he arrived, as they say, "out of the
blue."
That was eight years ago. During the

interval between 1914 and 1922 Rice has
been heard of slightly fiorn time to
time. Then he came back to Broadway
a few nights ago with "It Is the Iaw,"
produced by Samuel AVallach at the
Itltz Theater. '

Rut those years In between have had
their discouragements, plenty of them.
In the season that followed "On Trial"
Rice In most careful manner wrote a
play called "The Iron Cross." Its scene
was laid In Germany, and though It was
not turned out as propaganda. 1t did in
Its story expose the hysteria of war
feeling. The day It was completed Rice
left the manuscript in the office of a
leading Broadway producer. He reached
homo at 1 o'clock that night and the
producer was on the phone. He wanted
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[e Comes Back!
to present the play at.once. Next morn-

Ir.g they had a conference, and It was
arranged that he could begin 'o assemblethe cast at once. Contracts
with the author and advance payments
were to be forthcoming In a few days.
But days went by, then weeks, and then
a year without a production fnaterialtzing.or payment. In justice to the
producer. It should be said that the cast
of the play required unusual types, and
the manager did have difficulty in securingthem. Rice had faith In him.
and to this day lie cherishes no hard
feelings.but that lapse of tlmo worked
against the drama. Before he could
place It in the open market a deluge
of other war plays had poured in. The
best that he could do was to have an
amateur or-anlzation put It on, and beforethey ran.',' up the curtain diplomaticnegotiations between the United
States Government and the Imperial
Gertnan GoverrTYnent had been broken
cff. Arty play with a German locale

Rice spent so much valuable energy
In trying to get "The Iron Cross" on
to tho stage that ho was much delayed
In writing another. Flnal'y h<> turned
out "For the Defence." But meantime he
had taken a Job as scenario writer with
Ooldwyn Pictures, and that Job took
him to the Pacific coast. When Richard
Bennett was ready to go into rehearsals
with "For the Defence" Its author was
tied down by contract In Los Angeles
and cpuld not bo present to do necessaryrewriting himself. He gp-ve permissionfor changes to be made by
pothers. When ho finally saw the play
In production he got the shock In discoverythat it was not the drama he
had written. He got small satisfaction
from it and little more money, for the
play had a brief career

Next he collaborated with Thatcher
Hughes, a professor in Columbia University,helping Mr. Hughes develop
what was the iatter's basic idea. Their
,
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play was Intended to be a vehicle for
David Warfleld. Mr. Betasoo praised j
It and considered production for a time,
but Anally returned the manuscript to
them. Then Mrs. Fiske became Interested.o\> condition that they would revisethe story »o as to give the woman's
part greater; prominence, and change the
trcutment from sentlmentallsm to
comedy. The agreed, and "Wake Up.
Jonathaa" resulted, with Mrs. Klske ap- ,

pearlng In it. The play was not what >

they call a start!1-)* success.
Another lapse w-urred. and then last

spring Hlce had an opportunity to
dramatize a story of Hayden Talbot's
which contained unusual twists. This
turned out to be "It Is the Law." which
Samuel Wallach bought upon Its completionlate in the summer and pro- c
duced a week ago. And the very serious
Mr. Rice, now 29 years old. began to
smile again.

Veterans Decorate » [
Graves of Enemies v

n

Special Cable to Tub New Yo*k Hbrat.d. c

t'opi/npnt, jazz, oy inn .>bw iunn. hbkalw ^

New York Herald Bureau, 1 v

Pari*. Dec. 9. ( r
Tho clergy anil war veterans of Brit- t

tar\y are at loggerheads following an

edict by an Influential Catholic gToup "

demanding She excommunication of

scores of veterans from the churches
of Brittany. The offense charged is
that on All Saints' day, at the festival of

the dead, the veterans, when decorating
French graves with flowers and wreaths,
also laid floral tributes upon the graves
of Germans, mostly prisoners who died
on French soil.
The veterans consider this policy as

far from encouraging disarmament, and
have reminded the protesting group of
the words written by a famous religious
writer: "Death has.no country, and in1
death all men are equal."
_____________________I
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MunicipaliUncle'
of Paris Will

Hold Big Sale
Paris Pawnshop to Dispose of
Articles Valued at Millions

of Francs.

Special Cable to Tin New Tome Hehai.d
'opprtght, 19tt, bp Tub New Yosk Herald.

New York Hrreld Bnrean, I
Part*. Dec. 8. I

Posters on walls throughout the city
i&ve just Informed Parisians that the
'redlt Municipal, more commonly
:nown as the official pawn shop, la
.bout to hold Its annual sale of all art!-
les upon which It has lent money but
rhlch never were redeemed. The face
'aloe of the various objects Is said to
each hundreds of millions of francs,
hough only a quarter the value has
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been lent or, as the French people preferto say, offered for storing.
All vurletles of objects may be found

In "Uncle's" salesroom excepting perishablegoods, which are not accepted.
Anything from a schoolboy's compass
to a string of pearls often can be bought
at the sale for a song.
Every type of Frenchman visits

"Uncle's." The schoolboy Is glad to
part with his plaMime relics for a few
sous; the workman, often hard put to
f'nd rent money, less willingly parts
with faintly treasures, and the busings
man sometimes is short of money to
start or close a transaction. Widows
often pawn their automobiles when
breadwinners die. while actresses and
ether artists at times find It necessary
to part with Jewels often of great valu..
There are more musical Instruments

than any other group on sale. There
are tens of thousands of widely assorted
articles in thta year's sale of the Credit
Municipal, one of the biggest ever
known in France. In a huge block of
buildings the articles are so arranged
that to review them all one must walk
fifteen milesi The smaller objects are
placed upon polished counters. Fifteen
auctioneers will be on duty. Automobiles
and other bulky objects will be displayed
in a xarije nan close Dy.
Am6ng the curious things that will be
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.sold are band conductors' batons, spin
nlng wheels, now obsolete In Prance; *.

small dirigible balloon, billiard balls and
cues and thousands of cameras, while
moving picture machines are Increasing
In number every year Revolvers anl
pistols also may be found, but thougn
there Is a scarcity of modern sabres
many Oriental swords are offered.
Ancient tapestries from China and Japan
are draped above elephants' tuslcs and
buffaloes' horns. Modernism Is meagerlyrepresented by a few electrical appliances,such as irons and stoves.

Dog Too Faithful,
Mistress Is Dead

Special. Cable to Tub Nbw Yohk Hsbald. .

Copyright, 19tt, by Tub Nbw Vo«k Hebalp.
New York Herald Mil rean. 1

Berlin, Dec. 9. (
A dog presented to a peasant woman

by a Texas soldier stationed near the
Morbaoh-Trler district after the armle-
tice, has caused 'the death of his mlsjtress by his over faithfulness.
The woman fell in a fit and when the

neighbors tried to rescue her the dog
refused to allow them to touch her.
As a result the woman with her face
rressed against some earth 'was suffoJrated.
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